cM'IM  L‘)) 


URBAN  DISTRICT  OF 

CANVEY  ISLAND 

•’*  ••*,  *• 

''  T’  . ' ' . 

^ i L 


^•-  :i- 

ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF 

HEALTH 

(Norman  Lorraine,  M.D..  Ch.B.,  D.P.H.,  F.R.S.E,) 

including  THE  REPORT  of  the 

Sanitary  Inispector 

(DONALD  J.  LEGG.  M.S.I.A.) 

for  1947 


Printed  by  W.  H.  Hoiilder^^hnw,  T,trl.,  49-55,  Ivondon  Road,  Southend-on-Sea 


INDEX 


Acreage  

Ambulance  Service  

Bacteriological  examinations  

Births  and  Birth  Rates  

Boundaries,  extension  of  by  Southend  

Brown-tail  Moth  

Cancer  

Caterpillars  

Cerebro-spinal  Fever  (Meningitis)  

Cesspools  and  Closets  • 

Chicken  Pox  

Condemned  Foods  

Deaths  and  Death  Rates  

Decentralisation  of  Administration  

Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health  

Diabetes  

Diarrhoea  

Diphtheria  

Drainage  and  Sewerage  

Enteric  Fever  

Employment  

Erysipelas  

Factories  Act  

Food  Poisoning  

FOOD,  INSPECTION  & SUPERVISION  OF 

Condemned  foods  

Horse-flesh  

Milk  

Meat  and  other  foods  

Heart  Diseases  ; 

Historical  Report  

Horse-flesh,  sale  of  

Hospitals  

HOUSING— 

New  houses  

Inspections  

Re-housing  

Number  of  inhabited  houses  

Infant  mortality  

Infectious  Diseases — prevalence  and  control  .. 

Infective  Hepatitis  

Inspections,  general  

Immunisation  against  Diphtheria  

Insulin  

Laboratory  Service  

Licences  

Maternal  mortality  

Measles  

Meat  and  other  foods  

Milk  

Mumps  

National  Health  Service  Act  

Nephritis  ; 


Page 

2 

6,  22 

6,  7,  1 1 

2,  3 

16 

15 

5 

15 

5 

21,  22 

12 

10,  11 

2,  3,  4,  5,  13,  23 

16 

15 

5 

5 

5,  10,  23 

8,  21,  22 

23 

20 

18,  23 

8 

11,  18 


10,  11 
....  9 

....  9 
....  9 
....  5 

....  19 
....  9 
..  6,  7 


8 

9 

9 

2,  20 

2,  3 

10,' li,  "i’i,  i'3,  ’l4,’'l8,’23 

18,  23 

8 

10,  13,  14,  23 

14 

6,  11 

8 

2,  5 

5,  10,  18,  23 

9 

9 

12 

6,  7,  16 

5 


INDEX  {Contimied) 


Nursing  in  the  Home  

Overcrowding  

Pests  

Petroleum  Regulations  

Pneumonia  

Poliomyelitis  •. 

Population  

Premature  Births  

Rainfall  

Rateable  Value  

Refuse  collection  

Road  accidents  ; 

Scarlet  Fever  

Scabies  

Sewage  disposal  

Smallpox  

Statistical  Report  

Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics 

Tuberculosis  ; 

Venereal  Disease  

Vaccination  

Water  supply  

Whooping  Cough  


Page 

6 

9 

15 

8 

5,  18 

...  5,  11,  18 
2,  7,  13,  19 

5 

15 

2,  20 

22 

5,  15 

5,  10,  18,  23 

12 

21 

10,  23 

20 

6 

5,  7,  12 

12 

16 

7,  20 

....  5,  18.  23 


1 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  for  the  Year  1947 


Public  Health  Department, 
London  Road, 

Hadleigh,  Essex. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Urban  District  Council  of  Canvey  Island. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  of  presenting  for  your  consideration  my 
Nineteenth  Annual  Report  on  the  health  and  sanitary  circumstances 
of  your  Urban  District  for  the  year  1947, 

In  accordance  with  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  170/47  of  the  31st 
December,  1947,  this  report  is  prepared  on  the  lines  of  that  for  1946, 
and  is  intended  to  be  an  interim  report. 

The  Council’s  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  C.  A.  Kortegas,  who  was 
appointed  in  February,  1946,  resigned  his  appointment  in  June  on 
accepting  the  position  of  Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector  to  the  Nance 
Conway  R.D.C.,  North  Wales.  Covering  locum  arrangements  relating 
to  sanitary  inspection  of  the  Island  were  made  until  Mr.  Donald  J.  Legg 
of  the  Inspectorial  Staff  of  the  County  Borough  of  Southend-on-Sea  was 
appointed  and  commenced  duty  in  September. 

Throughout  the  year,  the  sympathetic  consideration  and  assistance 
of  the  Council  has  been  a great  help. 

I am  especially  indebted  to  all  members  of  the  staff  of  the  Depart- 
ment for  their  loyal  co-operation  and  assistance. 

I beg  to  remain. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

NORMAN  LORRAINE, 
M.D.,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  F.R.S.E.,  D.P.H., 
R.C.P.S.  (Edin.)  & R.F.P.S.  (Glas.). 


June,  1948. 
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SECTION  “A.” 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 

Area  (in  acres)  comprising  Island,  Foreshore  and  Tidal  Waters  6,350 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  31st  December,  1947 

(according  to  Rate  Book)  ...  ...  ...  3,930 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  resident  population  ...  10,030 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £44,308 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  ...  ...  ’ ...  £169 

In  the  above  and  following  statistics,  several 
routine  details  are  omitted  as  non-essential. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR. 


Live  Births: 

Total 
...  239 

M. 

130 

F. 

109 

Legitimate 

...  222 

120 

102 

Illegitimate 

...  17 

10 

7 

Still  Births: 

6 

2 

4 

Legitimate 

6 

2 

4 

Illegitimate  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Deaths : ... 

...  131 

69 

62 

Deaths  from  puerperal  causes: 

Puerperal  sepsis  . . . 
Other  maternal  causes 


Birth  Rate  per  1,000 
of  the  estimated 
resident  population 
= 23.8 


Rate  per  1,000  total 
(live  and  still)  births 


= 24.5 


Death  Rate  per  1,000 
of  the  estimated 
resident  population 
= 13.1 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age: 

Total  number  of  infant  deaths  ...  ...  ...  7. 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  ...  29.3 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ...  22.5 

IHegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  ...  117.6 
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COMPARATIVE  TABLE  OF  BIRTH  AND  DEATH  RATES 
DURING  THE’  YEAR  1947. 


Rate  p< 
resident  y: 

;r  1,000 
)opulation 

Deaths  under 
one  year  per 
1,000 
registered 
live  births 

Live 

Births 

Deaths  from 
all  causes 

England  and  Wales 

20.5 

12.0 

• 

41 

126  County  Boroughs 
and  Great  Towns  (in- 
eluding London) 

23.3 

13.0 

47 

148  Smaller  Towns  Resi- 
dent Pop.  25,000-50,000 
at  1931  Census 

22.2 

11.9 

36 

London  Adm.  County  ... 

22.7 

12.8 

37 

Canvey  Island  U.D. 

23.8 

13.1 

30 

It  will  be  noted  that  the  Infant  Mortality  Rate  is  considerably  lower 
than  the  average  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales.  The  Birth  Rate 
is  the  highest  recorded  since  the  inception  of  the  Urban  District.  The 
Death  Rate  compares  favourably  with  the  rest  of  the  Country, 


TABLE  OF  BIRTH,  DEATH  AND  INFANT  MORTALITY  RATES 

Infant  Mortality 

Year 

Birth  Rate 

Death  Rate 

Rate 

1943 

20.3 

17.1 

75.0 

1944 

19.6 

14.0 

67.1 

1945 

17.2. 

10.4 

43.7 

1946 

22.7 

13.8 

33.8 

1947 

23.8 

13.1 

29.3 
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DEATHS  AT  VARIOUS  AGES  DURING  1947. 


Age 

Deaths 

Number  of 
of  deaths 
whieh  apply 
to  District 

Number  in 
Distriet 

Outward 

Transfers 

Inward 

Transfers 

Under  1 year 

2 



5 

7 

1 and  under  ‘2 

— 

— 

— 

. — 

2.  j5  5 

1 

— 

— 

1 

5 „ „ 15 

— 

— 

2 

2 

15  „ „ 25 

— • 

— 

— 

— 

25  „ „ 35 

3 

1 

4 

0 

35  „ „ 45 

1 

— 

5 

G 

45  „ „ 55 

4 

— 

3 

7 

55  „ „ G5 

13 

— 

5 

18 

05  „ „ 75 

28 

3 

13 

38 

75  and  upwards 

29 

1 

18 

4G 

Totals 

81 

5 

55 

131 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  THE  URBAN  DISTRICT  OF 
CANVEY  ISLAND  DURING  1947. 


All  causes 

Male 

69 

Female 

62 

Total 

131 

1. 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  fevers 

• • . 

— 

— 

— 

2. 

Cerebro-spinal  fever  ... 

• • • 

— 

— 

— 

3. 

Scarlet  fever  ... 

• • • 

— 

— 

— 

4. 

W hooping  Cough 

• • • 

— 

— 

— 

5. 

Diphtheria 

• • • 

— 

— 

— 

6. 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

• • • 

2 

3 

5 

7. 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

* • • 

— 

— 

— 

8. 

Syphilitic  diseases 

• • . 

1 

1 

2 

9. 

Influenza 

• . • 

— 

1 

1 

10. 

Measles 

• • • 

— 

— 

— 

11. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  and  Polioencephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

12. 

Acute  infective  Encephalitis 

• • . 

— 

— 

— 

13. 

Cancer  of  buccal  cavity  and  oesophagus 
(M)  uterus  (F)  ... 

1 

1 

2 

14. 

Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

• • > 

5 

2 

7 

15. 

Cancer  of  breast 

• • • 

— 

3 

3 

16. 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

• • • 

14 

5 

19 

17. 

Diabetes 

• • • 

— 

— 

— 

18. 

Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions 

• • • 

3 

9 

12 

19. 

Heart  diseases 

• • • 

18 

15 

33 

20. 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

. . . 

2 

1 

3 

21. 

Bronchitis 

• • • 

4 

2 

6 

22. 

Pneumonia  ... 

... 

1 

6 

7 

23. 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

. . . 

— 

— 

— 

24. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum  . . . 

• . • 

4 

— 

4 

25. 

Diarrhoea  under  2 years 

. • . 

— 

1 

1 

26. 

Appendicitis  ... 

. . . 

— 

1 

1 

27. 

Other  digestive  diseases 

. . . 

1 

2 

3 

28. 

Nephritis 

. . . 

2 

3 

5 

29. 

Puerperal  and  post-abortive  sepsis 

... 

— 

— 

— 

30. 

Other  maternal  causes 

. . • 

— 

— 

— 

31. 

Premature  birth 

. . . 

1 

1 

2 

32. 

Congenital  malformation,  birth 
infantile  distortions 

injury, 

4 

- 

4 

33. 

Suicide 

• . « 

— 

— 

— 

34. 

Road  traffic  accidents  ... 

. . . 

— 

— 

— 

35. 

Other  violent  causes  ... 

. . . 

— 

3 

3 

36. 

All  other  causes 

• • • 

6 

2 

8 
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SECTION  “B.” 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR 

THE  AREA. 


(a)  Laboratory  Service. 

By  arrangement  with  the  Ministry  of  Health  the  County  Medical 
Officer  is  the  Administrative  Controller  of  all  Laboratories  at  County 
Council  Hospitals  in  Essex, 

The  Laboratory  serving  this  area  is  located  at  St.  Andrew’s 
Hospital,  Billericay,  and  deals  with  swabs  and  specimens  relative  to 
infectious  diseases  and  associate  conditions. 

The  County  Council  also  have  an  arrangement  with  the  Counties 
Public  Health  Laboratories  of  Victoria  Street,  London,  S.W.I.,  whereby 
all  Local  Authorities  in  the  Administrative  County  can,  without  cost 
to  themselves,  send  samples  of  water,  food  or  sewage  for  bacteriological 
examination. 

Examination  of  milk  is  undertaken  by  the  Essex  Institute  of 
Agriculture  at  Writtle  by  arrangement  with  the  Essex  County  Council. 

(b)  Ambulance  Service. 

Cases  of  general  illness,  etc.,  continue  to  be  served  by  the  Council’s 
own  ambulance  and  the  ambulance  located  at  the  Billericay  Isolation 
Hospital  is  available  for  the  removal  of  cases  of  infectious  disease. 

This  service  will  become  a County  Council  commitment  under  the 
National  Health  Service  Act. 

(c)  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

Arrangements  for  this  service  are  at  present  in  the  hands  of  the 
District  Nursing  Association  functioning  in  the  area. 

(d)  Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics, 

These  are  provided  by  the  Essex  County  Council,  the  one  Centre 
located  in  Furtherwick  Road  serving  the  whole  Island.  Regular  sessions 
under  County  Council  arrangements  are  held  and  include  Ante-Natal, 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare,  Minor  Ailment,  Dental  and  Eye  Clinics. 

(e)  Hospitals. 

General  medical  and  surgical  cases  are  admitted  to  either  the 
Southend  General  Hospital  at  Westcliff  or  the  Southend  Municipal 
Hospital  at  Rochford. 


Cases  of  infectious  disease  are  hospitalised  as  necessary  in  the 
Billericay  Isolation  Hospital  by  arrangement  with  the  South  East  Essex 
Joint  Hospital  Board,  of  which  the  Canvey  Island  Urban  District 
Council  is  a constituent  member. 

Tuberculosis  patients  are  dealt  with  by  the  District  Tuberculosis 
Officer  who  arranges  for  patients  to  be  admitted  to  certain  hospitals 
and  sanatoria  as  necessary.  The  Essex  County  Council  are  the 
responsible  Authority  for  dealing  with  cases  of  Tuberculosis  in  the  area. 

Under  the  National  Health  Service  Act  the  Hospital  Service, 
embracing  all  hospitals  serving  the  area,  will  be  transferred  to  the  North 
East  Metropolitan  Regional  Hospital  Board  in  July,  1948. 

SECTION  “C.” 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water  Supply. 

The  water  supplied  by  the  Southend  Waterworks  Company  to  the 
area  during  1947  has  been  satisfactory  both  in  quality  and  quantity. 

The  resident  Chemist  and  Bacteriologist  of  the  Waterworks 
Company  makes  weekly  bacteriological  examinations  of  the  raw  water, 
daily  tests  of  the  treated  water  going  into  supply  from  the  river  sources, 
and  fortnightly  analyses  of  the  water  from  local  deep  wells.  In  addition, 
quarterly  samples  are  examined  by  a Consulting  Chemist.  The  results 
obtained  show  waters  of  normal  chemical  character  and  good  bacterio- 
logical quality. 

It  is  not  considered  that  the  water  is  plumbo-solvent. 

There  was  no  contamination  in  the  water  supplied  from  the 
Company’s  mains  during  the  year  and  therefore,  no  action  in  respect 
thereof  was  necessary. 

At  the  31st  December,  1947,  2,965  properties  were  connected  to 
the  mains  of  the  Southend  Waterworks  Company.  This  represents  an 
increase  of  85  over  the  number  reported  at  the  end  of  1946.  It  is 
estimated  that  the  number  of  the  population  supplied  by  public  water 
mains  direct  to  houses  is  7,712. 

356  properties  are  provided  with  a main  water  supply  by  means  of 
standpipes  situate  at  convenient  positions  on  the  Island.  This  is  an 
increase  of  59  over  the  figure  at  31st  December,  1946.  The  number 
of  the  population  supplied  from  public  mains  by  means  of  standpipes 
is  estimated  to  be  928. 
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Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

There  are  644  connections  to  the  main  sewer  affecting  1,177 
properties,  49  connections  being  made  during  1947  affecting  62  properties. 

Visits  and  Inspections. 

1,105  inspections  and  visits  were  made  for  Public  Health  purposes 
during  the  year.  133  Preliminary  Notices  were  served  of  which  109 
were  complied  with  at  the  end  of  December.  All  Preliminary  Notices 
outstanding  from  1946  were  complied  with  during  1947.  16  Statutory 

Notices  were  served  of  which  8 were  complied  with  by  the  end  of  1947. 

Petroleum  {Regulation)  Acts,  1928  and  1936. 

Nine  licences  were  issued  during  the  year. 

Factories  Act,  1937. 

At  the  31st  December,  1947,  10  factories  were  in  use  in  the  District, 
comprising:  — 

1 Clothing  Factory. 

2 Ship-building  Yards. 

1 Steel  Wire  Factory. 

1 Radio  Component  Factory. 

2 Sheet  Metalwork  Factories. 

1 Mat-making  Factory. 

2 Bake-houses. 

During  the  year  one  factory  was  found  to  be  lacking  adequate 
artificial  lighting  and  defective  closet  seats  in  females’  conveniences. 
These  matters  were  given  immediate  attention. 

Two  other  factory  premises  were  found  to  be  lacking  heating 
arrangements,  sanitary  conveniences  and  washing  facilities. 

Routine  inspections  were  carried  out  at  factories  during  the  year 
under  review.  Two  Informal  Notices  were  served  of  which  one  had 
been  complied  with  at  31st  December. 


SECTION  “D.” 

HOUSING. 

During  1947  10  new  houses  were  erected  under  private  arrange- 
ments and  16  new  houses  were  erected  on  behalf  of  the  Council.  A 
further  20  Council  houses  were  under  construction  at  the  end  of  the 
year. 
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A total  of  238  inspections  and  visits  were  made  in  respect  of 
repairs  carried  out  under  the  Housing  Acts.  9 Preliminary  Notices 
were  served,  of  which  7 were  complied  with  during  the  year.  12 
Statutory  Notices  were  served  and  of  these  8 were  complied  with. 

In  respect  of  overcrowding,  40  inspections  were  carried  out.  Every 
elfort  has  been  made  to  re-house  cases  of  serious  overcrowding,  and 
this  has  been  achieved  by  the  allocation  of  new  Council  houses  or 
property  requisitioned  by  the  Council.  At  the  end  of  1947,  a total  of 
568  families  were  on  the  Council’s  re-housing  list— approximately  one 
fifth  of  these  applications  were  from  people  both  resident  and  working 
in  other  areas. 

The  foregoing  does  not  represent  the  complete  housing  position  on 
the  Island  as  it  is  estimated  that  approximately  600  properties  now 
used  as  permanent  dwellings  were  originally  erected  and  used  as  summer 
holiday  accommodation  and  v/eek-end  bungalows.  Such  properties  are 
unsatisfactory  for  permanent  occupation,  most  especially  during  the 
winter  season. 

The  large  influx  of  summer  visitors  adds  considerably  to  the 
housing  difficulties. 


SECTION  “E.” 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Milk. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  six  farms  and  other  premises  used  as  dairies 
were  registered.  20  retail  purveyors  were  also  registered. 

Under  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Orders,  1936  and  1946,  two 
licences  to  sell  tuberculin  tested  milk  and  two  licences  to  sell  pasteurised 
milk  were  granted  during  the  year.  In  each  case  the  licence  issued  was 
supplementary  for  the  retail  sale  of  milk  within  the  Canvey  Island  Urban 
District. 

Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

There  are  no  slaughter-houses  in  the  District. 

Butchers’  shops  are  periodically  inspected  and  meat  therein 
examined. 

It  is  desirable  to  record  that  a converted  ex-N.A.A.F.I.  van,  from 
which  the  retail  sale  of  horse-flesh  for  human  consumption  is  made, 
visits  the  District  weekly.  The  sources  of  supply  of  the  horse-flesh  have 
been  investigated  and  found  to  be  satisfactory.  Personnel  handling  the 
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meat  and  condition  of  the  van  are  hygenic,  and  requirements  concerning 
supplies  of  water  for  cleanliness  of  the  personnel  and  vehicle  have  been 
carried  out. 

Other  food  shops  have  been  inspected  throughout  the  year  resulting 
in  the  following  foods  being  surrendered  by  traders  as  being  unfit  for 
human  consumption. 

Fresh  meat  503  lbs..  Canned  meat  119  tins,  fish  692  lbs.  and  21 
tins,  milk  267  tins,  bacon  94  lbs.,  fats  49  lbs.,  fruit  349  lbs., 
vegetables  208  lbs.  and  68  tins,  miscellaneous  foodstuffs  108  tins 
and  12^  lbs. 

The  facts  and  figures  shown  under  Sections  C,  D and  E 
have  been  provided  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

SECTION  “F.” 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 
AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

The  Island  continued  to  maintain  its  proud  reputation  of  a healthy 
district  and  the  incidence  of  infectious  illness  occurring  during  1947  was 
below  the  average  for  recent  years.  This  will  be  seen  readily  if  reference 
is  made  to  the  supplementary  report  on  the  Development  of  Health  and 
Ancillary  Services  (page  19)  where  it  is  mentioned  that  the  average 
annual  number  of  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  reported  over  the  last  20  or 
more  years  was  7 as  compared  with  one  for  the  year  under  review  and 
that  of  Diphtheria  being  4 cases  as  compared  with  no  cases  at  all  during 
1947.  The  absence  of  Diphtheria  is  very  noteworthy  and  is  largely 
attributable  to  the  effect  of  the  Diphtheria  Immunisation  Campaign 
during  recent  years.  The  number  of  cases  of  measles  occurring  during 
the  year  was  less  than  half  the  figure  for  1946  and  shows  a considerable 
improvement  when  compared  with  the  125  cases  in  1945.  The  incidence 
of  other  types  of  Infectious  Diseases  was  very  small  and  not  out  of 
proportion  with  recent  years.  Only  two  cases  of  notified  infectious  illness 
were  admitted  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  during  1947.  A summary  of 
the  55  cases  notified  during  the  year  appears  on  page  18  from  which 
it  will  be  observed  that  17  were  under  five  years  of  age,  22  between 
5 and  14  years  and  16  over  15  years. 

Smallpox. 

Although  a number  of  cases  of  Smallpox  were  notified  at  Grimsby 
and  elsewhere  during  the  month  of  March,  I am  glad  to  say  that  no 
known  contacts  were  reported  to  me  as  frequenting  the  Urban  District. 
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Acute  Poliomyelitis. 

In  view  of  the  serious  nature  of  the  Poliomyelitis  outbreak — over 
7,500  confirmed  cases  were  notified  in  England  and  Wales  during  the 
months  July  to  December — the  Ministry  of  Health  initiated  a special 
detailed  questionnaire  which  was  required  to  be  completed  in  respect  of 
every  confirmed  case  reported  in  order  that  those  engaged  in  research 
might  have  all  relevant  information  of  new  cases  available.  I am  glad 
to  remark  that  no  confirmed  case  occurred  on  the  Island  and  the  com- 
pletion of  the  questionnaire  was  not,  therefore,  necessary  as  far  as  the 
incidence  at  Canvey  was  concerned. 

There  was,  however,  a confirmed  case  reported  from  a military 
camp  situate  outside  the  District  and  the  soldier  concerned,  who  was 
normally  domiciled  on  the  Island,  visited  his  home  during  the  period  of 
incubation,  in  fact,  after  he  became  unwell.  The  case  was  removed  to 
Isolation  Hospital  by  the  Military  Authorities  and  I was  given  to  under- 
stand that  the  illness  was  uncomplicated,  resulting  in  a satisfactory 
recovery.  Numerous  contacts  of  this  case  were  involved  at  Canvey  and 
the  man’s  brother  was  removed  to  the  Billericay  Isolation  Hospital  as  a 
suspected  case.  I am  glad  to  say,  however,  that  investigations  proved 
negative  and  he  was  discharged  home  after  three  days  in  hospital. 
Careful  surveillance  was  kept  of  all  other  contacts  and  it  is  gratifying 
to  note  that  no  further  developments  occurred. 

A number  of  contacts  living  at  Canvey  of  cases  notified  in  other 
areas  were  brought  to  my  notice  during  the  year.  Careful  investigation 
and  surveillance  of  all  concerned  was  exercised,  but  no  resultant  cases 
were  reported. 

Food  Poisoning. 

During  the  summer  of  1947  three  cases  of  Food  Poisoning  were 
officially  brought  to  my  notice.  The  first  two  cases  occurred  during 
May  and  the  offending  item  of  food  was  found  to  be  a sausage  prepara- 
tion manufactured  by  a reputable  firm.  Samples  of  the  suspected  food 
were  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  Laboratory  at  Billericay  for 
bacteriological  examination  when  a profuse  growth  of  Staphylococcus 
Pyogenes  was  found.  Consequently,  all  supplies  of  this  batch  of  sausage 
were  withdrawn  from  public  sale  in  the  shops  affected  and  I understand 
that  shop-keepers  were  very  co-operative  in  the  matter.  At  or  about  the 
time  of  the  occurrence  of  these  cases  at  Canvey,  two  outbreaks  of  food 
poisoning  were  reported  in  the  local  and  daily  press  and  similar  food 
preparations  were  said  to  have  been  the  cause,  a considerable  number 
of  persons  being  affected.  The  two  cases  which  occurred  on  the  Island 
were  uncomplicated  and  treatment  was  given  at  the  patients’  homes  by 
their  private  doctor.  Recovery  took  only  a few  days. 
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The  third  case  occurred  later  in  the  year  and  it  was  thought  that 
shellfish  purchased  on  the  Island  were  responsible.  No  confirmation 
of  this  was  forthcoming,  however,  and  the  patient  made  an  uneventful 
recovery. 

N on-notifiable  Infectious  Diseases. 

Among  the  non-notifiable  infectious  diseases  brought  to  my  notice 
by  reports  submitted  from  Head  Teachers  of  locally  maintained  schools 
on  the  absences  of  children  through  infectious  illness,  it  would  appear 
that  Chicken  Pox  was  prevalent  in  January  and  December,  and  Mumps 
in  January  and  February,  1947. 


Scabies. 

The  issue  of  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  180/47  in  December,  1947 
announced  that  the  Scabies  Order,  1941 — a regulation  that  was 
introduced  as  a War-time  ineAsure  to  combat  an  exceptional  increase  in 
Scabies  which  threatened  to  be  detrimental  to  the  war  effort — would 
cease  to  operate  after  31st  December,  1947. 

The  effect  on  present  procedure  is  that  any  cases  of  Scabies  officially 
brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Department  will  be  dealt  with  in  the  manner 
exercised  before  the  introduction  of  the  Scabies  Order  referred  to,  this 
being  that  normal  statutory  powers  conferred  on  Local  Authorities  by 
the  Public  Health  Acts  will  again  be  made  applicable. 

No  cases  of  Scabies  among  the  Island’s  residents  were  brought  to 
my  notice  during  the  year. 

Venereal  Disease. 

Regulation  33B  does  not  come  within  the  purview  of  the  Local 
Sanitary  Authority. 

T uberculosis. 

Ten  new  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  notified  locally 
during  1947  and  a further  18  cases  were  brought  to  notice  by  other 
means,  chiefly  as  inward  transfers  into  the  District. 

The  number  of  cases  notified  for  the  first  time  in  this  area  is  a 
similar  figure  as  has  been  recorded  for  some  years,  but  taking  into 
account  the  rapid  increase  in  population  over  the  same  period,  this 
incidence  is  considered  to  be  very  low  and  is  a pointer  to  the  high 
standard  of  health  of  the  Island’s  inhabitants. 
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The  rather  larger  number  of  cases  coming  to  notice  by  other  means 
is,  no  doubt,  the  result  of  tlie  continued  influx  of  people  from  the 
congested  areas  of  Greater  London. 

I regret  to  say  that  5 persons  died  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
during  the  year.  Of  these,  one  was  notified  in  1937,  one  in  1938,  one 
in  1944  and  one  in  December,  1946.  The  remaining  case  was  brought 
to  notice  on  the  monthly  return  of  deaths  of  the  local  Registrar. 

Di  ph  then  a I mm  uni  sat  ion . 

The  immunisation  against  Diphtheria  of  all  children  up  to  and 
including  the  age  of  14  years  will  wholly  become  the  responsibility  of 
the  Essex  County  Council  as  Local  Health  Authority  for  the  area  after 
the  National  Health  Service  Act  of  1946  comes  into  operation  on  the 
5th  July,  1948. 

Throughout  the  year  regular  sessional  clinics  were  held  at  the 
Health  Centre  and  co-operation  generally  from  the  parents  was  good. 

However,  the  number  of  children  who  completed  the  primary  course 
of  immunisation,  although  more  than  in  1946,  was  similar  to  that  for 
1943,  whereas  the  population  has  almost  doubled  itself  since  that  time. 

This  service  is  free  to  the  public  and  is  one  which  is  not  enforced 
by  compulsion;  the  responsibility  therefore  rests  with  the  parents  to 
ensure  that  their  children  are  fully  protected  against  the  continued 
.menace  of  the  disease,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  parents  of  un- 
protected children  will  come  forward  in  greater  numbers  until  the 
Ministry  of  Health’s  aim  of  at  least  75  per  cent,  of  all  children  under 
15  years  have  been  immunised. 

In  contrast  to  the  foregoing  remarks  it  is  desirable  to  mention  that 
the  percentage  of  Canvey’s  children  immunised  against  Diphtheria  is 
higher  than  in  many  other  towns  in  the  Country  and  also  in  some 
adjacent  areas. 

Further,  it  must  be  assumed  that  a considerable  number  of  children 
at  present  living  permanently  on  the  Island  have  been  immunised  during 
infancy  elsewhere  before  their  parents  took  up  residence  at  Canvey.  In 
this  connection  it  has  been  estimated  that  the  yearly  increase  in  the 
population  of  Canvey  Island  is  twice  that  of  a normal  area  where  the 
increase  in  population  is  chiefly  governed  by  the  excess  of  births  over 
deaths.  The  immunisation  state  of  migrated  children  can  only  be 
determined  by  mathematical  calculations,  but  one  thing  is  certain,  that 
is,  that  the  percentage  figures  of  Canvey’s  children  immunised  against 
Diphtheria  is,  without  doubt,  in  excess  of  the  known  factual  figures 
given  below. 
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Following  the  issue  to  Local  Authorities  of  a circular  letter  from 
the  Chief  Medical  Officer  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  in  June,  1947,' on 
the  question  of  reinforcement  doses,  a few  children  have  received  such 
treatment.  In  his  circular.  Sir  Wilson  Jameson  recommended  that  a 
reinforcement  dose  of  1.0  cc  of  T.A.F.  (Toxoid  Antitoxin  Floccules) 
prophylactic  should  be  given  to  children  who  had  previously  been 
immunised  during  infancy,  on  attaining  the  age  of  5 years  and  again 
at  10  years.  This  reinforcement  is  considered  necessary  to  ensure  com- 
plete protection  during  the  years  of  life  when  susceptibility  is  greatest 
and  when  the  effect  of  infant  immunisation  is  diminishing.  In  my 
opinion,  this  is  a further  important  safeguard  in  the  protection  of  the 
health  of  our  children  and  against  the  continued  danger  from  the 
consequences  of  this  disease,  and  I trust  that  parents  may  make  it 
possible  for  many  more  children  to  benefit  from  this  additional 
protection. 

A total  of  308  injections  were  given  during  the  year  as  follows:  — 

Firsts  140 

Seconds  151 

Boosters  17 

Since  1941  when  the  A.P.T.  (Alum-precipitated  Toxoid)  Scheme  of 
Diphtheria  Immunisation  was  introduced  in  the  District,  1,416  children 
have  received  immunisation  treatment  at  sessional  clinics  by  arrange- 
ment through  this  Department.  In  addition,  a considerable  number  have 
been  immunised  by  private  arrangement  with  family  doctors.  At  the 
.end  of  the  year  it  was  estimated  that  approximately  302  of  those 
immunised  since  1941  were  over  15  years  of  age  and  therefore  outside 
the  scope  of  the  percentage  figures  mentioned  below. 

The  estimated  percentage  of  the  child  population  considered  to 
be  immunised  at  31st  December,  1947  was — 

Under  5 years 50.0% 

5-14  years  58.0% 

I would  like  to  place  on  record  my  appreciation  and  thanks  to  those 
voluntary  helpers  who  have  assisted  so  ably  at  the  monthly  sessional 
clinics. 

Insulin. 

In  accordance  with  Section  177  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  and 
Ministry  of  Health  Circular  1734  of  1943,  Insulin  has  been  supplied 
during  the  year,  free  of  cost  to  individuals  who,  through  poor  financial 
circumstances,  were  unable  to  bear  the  expense  of  a continual  supply 
of  Insulin  necessary  for  their  condition.  At  the  end  of  the  year  two 
elderly  widows  were  receiving  Insulin  under  this  arrangement. 
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Brown-tail  Moth. 

This  pest,  known  technically  as  “ Euproctis  Chrysorrhoea,”  has 
infested  certain  types  of  trees  and  hedge-rows  at  Canvey  Island  for  a 
number  of  years,  but  its  rapid  spread  has  caused  the  responsible  officials 
to  investigate  the  nuisance  with  a view  to  adequate  measures  of  control 
being  instituted. 

Apart  from  the  wide-spread  damage  which  the  caterpillars  of  this 
moth  cause  to  fruit  trees  and  the  resultant  harmful  effect  on  the  fruit 
crop,  the  hairs  of  the  grub  give  rise  to  a very  irritating  rash  on  human 
beings  if  the  caterpillars  come  in  contact  with  the  skin.  During  the 
year  a considerable  number  of  persons  sought  medical  advice  in  conse- 
quence of  this  rash. 

Recent  investigations  commenced  in  November,  1947,  and  before 
the  end  of  the  year  Baron  de  Worms  of  the  Department  of  Entomology 
of  the  British  Museum  visited  the  Island  and  returned  to  London  with 
specimens  for  scientific  investigation.  Since  then,  this  gentleman  and 
other  officials  of  Government  Departments  have  made  further  visits  and 
it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  continuance  of  investigations  during  1948  will 
prove  effective  in  dealing  with  this  most  troublesome  and  destructive 
creature. 


GENERAL  REMARKS. 

Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

In  my  Annual  Report  for  1946  I referred  to  the  urgent  necessity  of 
appointing  a permanent  Deputy  to  act  for  me  when  I was  unable  to  act. 
This  matter  came  to  fruition  during  the  year  and  it  is  with  pleasure  that 
I record  that  Dr.  J.  C.  T.  Fiddes,  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  in  this  area  took  up  duty  as  my  Deputy  on  1st  December,  1947. 

Rainfall. 

Rain  fell  on  121  days  during  the  year  and  a total  of  16.86  inches 
was  recorded  on  the  Island.  March  was  the  wettest  month  with  3.71 
’inches  and  August  the  driest  with  ,07  inches. 

Road  Accidents. 

The  following  are  the  details  relating  to  road  accidents  occurring 
in  the  Urban  District  during  1947. 
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Group  of  Road  User 

Killed 

Seriously 

Injured 

Slightly 

Injured 

Pedestrians  under  15  years 

1 

1) 

Pedestrians  15  years  and  over  ... 

— 

1 

1 

Drivers 

— 

1 

Motor  Cvclists 

1 

— 

2 

Pillion  Passengers 

— 

1 

1 

Pedal  Cyclists  under  15  years  ... 

— 

1 

1 

Pedal  Cyclists  15  years  and  over 

— 

— 

5 

Other  persons 

— 

1 

5 

Totals 

1 

6 ■ 

24 

Extension  of  Boundaries  of  County  Borough  of  Southend-on-Sea. 

In  October,  an  Assistant  Commissioner  of  the  Local  Government 
Boundary  Commission — Colonel  C.  W.  G.  Walker,  C.M.G.,  D.S.O. — 
visited  the  Island  and  met  representatives  of  the  Council  in  connection 
with  their  opposition  against  Southend’s  application  for  the  extension 
of  the  County  Borough  boundaries. 

The  Annual  Report  of  the  Boundary  Commission  for  1947  makes 
it  clear  that  many  changes  in  Local  Government  administrative 
boundaries  are  advocated  in  the  near  future,  and  no  doubt  the  con- 
sideration of  Local  Government  boundaries  on  a nation-wide  scale 
will  delay  the  making  known  of  the  outcome  of  Southend’s  application. 


National  Health  Service  Act,  1946. 

Under  this  Act,  the  Essex  County  Council  will  become  the  Local 
Health  Authority  for  the  Urban  District  as  from  the  Appointed  Day — 
5th  July,  1948. 

During  the  year  numerous  reports  have  been  submitted  by  me  to 
the  County  Medical  Officer  giving  information  necessary  for  the  com- 
pilation of  the  proposals  which  the  County  Council  was  required  to 
submit  to  the  Minister  of  Health  in  respect  of  Health  Centres,  Vaccina- 
tion .and  Immunisation,  Ambulance  Services,  the  Prevention  of  Illness, , 
Care  and  After-care,  and  other  services  under  Part  III  of  the  Act. 

Further,  negotiations  have  taken  place  between  your  Council,  the 
Essex  County  Council  and  neighbouring  Authorities  in  respect  of 
Decentralisation  of  Administration  following  the  issue  of  Ministry  of 
Health  Circular  118/47  in  July. 
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It  would  appear  that  radical  changes  in  the  adniinistration  of  local 
health  services  are  likely  in  this  proposed  Scheme  whereby  the  Urban 
District  will  become  a constituent  member  of  a Divisional  Area  for  the 
administration  of  the  majority  of  the  local  health  services  under  Part 
111  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS)  DURING  THE  YEAR  1947 
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The  figures  in  parenthesis  indicate  that  the  diagnosis  was  corrected  in  hospital. 
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DEVELOPMENT  OF  HEALTH  AND  ANCILLARY  SERVICES 

OF  CANVEY  ISLAND. 


Historical  introduction. 

Much  has  been  written  from  time  to  time  by  commercial  writers 
and  others  on  the  historical  origin  of  Canvey  Island  and  its  relationship 
with  the  smuggling  world  in  the  Middle  Ages,  but  it  is  thought  that  a 
brief  historical  and  topical  account  of  the  Island’s  past  will  be  a titling 
introduction  to  this  supplement  of  my  Annual  Report  of  the  Urban 
District  for  1947. 

it  has  been  recorded  that  the  Island  originally  elevated  to  between 
10  and  30  feet  above  sea  level  in  the  era  preceding  the  Roman  con- 
quest and  is  known  to  have  been  inhabited  for  some  centuries  B.C.,  but 
the  strata  subsequently  settled  until  the  area  became  flooded  at  certain 
high  tides  in  the  16th  century. 

One  by  the  name  of  Sir  Henry  Appleton, . together  with  other 
Benfleet  landowners  decided  to  reclaim  the  Island  early  in  the  17th 
century  and  this  was  achieved  in  1621  by  a Dutchman,  Joas  Croppen- 
burg,  and  others  of  his  countrymen  under  the  leadership  of  the  Dutch 
Engineer  Cornelius  Vermuyden.  A sea  wall,  some  18  miles  in  length, 
was  built  and  drainage  was  effected  by  means  of  dykes  which  still  exist 
throughout  the  Island. 

The  Dutch  settlers  became  unpopular  with  the  residents  an  the 
mainland  and  clashes  were  common  until  they  left  in  the  period  shortly 
before  the  beginning  of  the  19th  Century.  The  Island  retained  its  Dutch 
flavour,  however,  and  this  is  evidenced  by  the  area  now  known  as  the 
Dutch  Village  and  the  fact  that  many  of  the  private  streets  have  Dutch 
extracted  names.  Two  or  three  cottages  built  by  the  original  Dutch  are 
still  to  be  seen  at  Canvey.  Flemish  was  spoken  by  the  fishermen  of 
Canvey  Island  until  the  beginning  of  the  1914-18  War. 

Pastoral  farming  and  tishing  were  the  original  principal  occupations 
of  the  Island’s  inhabitants  and  Canvey’s  cheese  and  wool  were  once 
widely  famous  throughout  the  Country. 

The  rapid  development  and  exceptional  increase  in  population 
during  recent  years  can  be  attributed  to  the  increased  travel  facilities 
for  visitors  both  by  road  and  rail.  The  opening  of  the  Benfleet-Canvey 
bridge  across  the  Benfleet  Creek  in  1931  was  a marked  progressive 
step  in  the  Island’s  development.  The  difficulties  entailed  by  motor 
traffic  in  crossing  the  Creek  only  at  low  tides  became  a thing  of  the  past. 

Naturally,  it  was  not  possible  for  the  Island  to  absorb  its  rapidly 
increasing  population  .in  local  employment,  but  the  easy  travel  facilities 
referred  to  made  it  possible  for  many  to  seek  employment  in  London 
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and  neighbouring  areas.  To-day  the  majority  of  Canvey’s  wage  earners 
work  outside  the  District.  Many  City  workers  previously  resident  in 
London  moved  their  homes  to  Canvey  in  order  to  benefit  by  the  healthy 
nature  of  the  Estuary  air,  preferring  a daily  train  journey  in  order  to 
have  the  advantage  of  local  conditions. 

It  will  be  re-called  that  Canvey  Island  became  a separate  Parish 
in  1880  and  in  1926  Urban  powers  were  granted,  taking  effect  from 
April  of  that  year.  Thus  a long  standing  connection  with  the  Rochford 
Rural  District  was  severed  as  far  as  Local  Government  administration 
was  concerned.  Under  independent  control,  great  progress  has  been 
made,  particularly  in  the  provision  of  essential  public  health  services. 

Statistical  Review. 

A brief  outline  of  statistical  information  published  throughout  the 
years  will  give  some  idea  of  the  way  in  which  Canvey  has  advanced  in 
recent  years. 

In  1851  the  recorded  population  was  111  and  rose  to  281  in  1881. 
By  1911  the  figure  had  increased  to  583  and  the  1921  Census  revealed 
it  to  be  1795.  In  1931  the  Census  showed  the  population  to  be  3,530  and 
in  1938  it  was  estimated  by  the  Registrar-General  to  be  6,579.  During 
the  recent  War,  evacuation  had  its  effect  on  the  District  and  during  the 
crisis  years  of  1940  and  1941  a decline  in  the  population  was  recorded. 
However,  as  the  tide  of  events  began  to  change,  the  evacuees  returned 
and  many  one-time  London  residents,  robbed  of  their  homes  by  enemy 
action,  sought  refuge  at  Canvey.  The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of 
the  population  in  1947  was  10,030. 

In  1921,  512  properties  were  reported  to  have  been  inhabited.  The 
figure  for  1938  was  shown  as  3,886  and  in  1947  3,930.  Thus  it  will  be 
seen  that  between  1938  and  1947  the  population  increased  by  almost 
3,500,  whereas  only  44  additional  houses  were  provided,  according  to 
statistics  available.  With  the  cessation  of  building  during  the  war  years 
and  stringent  Government  restriction  since  the  end  of  hostilities,  an 
acute  housing  situation  has  developed.  The  many  properties  originally 
built  for  week-end  summer  residence  are  now  occupied  all  the  year 
round  and  this  gives  rise  to  serious  nuisance  in  not  a few  instances. 

The  increased  population  and  consequent  number  of  inhabited 
properties  is  reflected  in  the  Rateable  Value  of  the  Island.  In  1891  this 
was  £3,798  whereas  the  figure  for  1947  was  £44,308.  The  produce  of  a 
penny  rate  in  1926  was  £74  as  compared  with  £169  for  1947. 

Water  supply. 

A main  water  supply  was  originally  provided  by  the  sinking  of  two 
deep  wells  at  Canvey  Island  by  the  Southend  Waterworks  Company — 
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one  at  Leigh  Beck  and  the  other  at  Hole  Haven.  In  1925  it  was 
recorded  that  129  properties  were  connected  to  this  limited  means  of 
supply.  At  that  time,  the  principal  means  of  supply  other  than  from 
the  two  deep  wells  mentioned  was  from  rain  water  which  could  not 
be  regarded  as  entirely  satisfactory.  Water  in  storage  tanks  was  often 
exposed  to  pollution  by  dust  and  dirt  and  other  factors,  and  the  usual 
dangers  associated  with  a contaminated  water  supply  were  ever  present. 
The  Southend  Waterworks  Company  later  supplemented  the  limited 
supply  from  the  Island’s  wells  by  bringing  in  the  main  which  supplied 
the  Southend  area.  By  1929,  the  first  complete  year  of  my  appointment 
as  part-time  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  Canvey,  only  10  per  cent,  of 
all  properties  were  connected  to  the  mains.  The  question  of  a main 
water  supply  is,  in  my  opinion,  one  of  vital  importance  to  the  health  and 
well-being  of  a community  and  I am  glad  my  emphasis  on  the  matter 
proved  fruitful.  In  my  Anual  Report  for  1939  it  was  recorded  that 
2,723  properties  were  provided  with  a water  supply  from  the  mains  of 
the  Waterworks  Company  and  in  1947  3,321  properties  were  receiving 
water  from  the  mains. 

It  has  been  proposed  that  the  water  mains  shall  be  extended  in  a 
further  24  roads  of  the  District  and  it  is  anticipated  that  this  work, 
involving  an  extension  of  6,479  yards,  will  be  carried  out  and  completed 
during  1948. 

Sewage  Disposal. 

This  service  cannot  be  disassociated  with  that  of  the  provision  of 
a piped  water  supply.  There  were  no  main  sewers  at  Canvey  until  1936, 
but  the  provision  of  a main  water  supply  before  that  date  gave  rise  to 
the  appearance  of  cesspools  serving  a number  of  properties  in  the  place 
of  earth  and  other  closets  which  had  been  the  only  sanitary  arrangements 
hitherto.  The  main  drainage  scheme  for  sewage  disposal  was  approved 
by  tlie  Ministry  of  Health  in  1935  and  completed  by  the  end  of  1936. 
At  December,  1938,  1,076  premises  were  connected  to  the  main  sewer 
and  at  the  end  of  1947  a total  of  1,177  properties  were  then  being  served 
by  the  main  drainage  system. 

A number  of  cesspools  are  still  in  use  and  are  a source  of  trouble 
and  a potential  danger  to  health.  The  heavy  clay  nature  of  the  soil 
together  with  lack  of  gradient  and  the  abnormally  small  area  of  land 
usually  associated  with  each  property,  renders  the  question  of  disposal 
of  cesspool  contents  a menacing  problem  and  one  to  which  there  is 
no  real  solution  outside  connection  with  the  main  sewer. 

Past  planning  of  estates  has  made  progress  in  the  way  of  adequate 
sanitation,  one  of  extreme  difficulty.  For  example,  on  the  Maisonwyck 
Estate  each  property,  generally  speaking,  has  an  area  of  60  feet  by 
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60  feet.  This  is  a comparatively  small  area  with  an  unusually  large 
frontage  and  the  result  has  been  that  occupiers  were  unable  to  bear  the 
full  cost  of  making  connections  to  the  sewer  if  made  available,  thus 
delaying  the  preparation  of  any  scheme.  The  sewering  of  this  Estate, 
involving  over  170  properties,  first  came  under  consideration  in  1939 
and  repeatedly  cropped  up  during  the  War,  but  owing  to  the  Country’s 
economic  situation,  the  Ministry  of  Health  were  unable  to  sanction  the 
carrying  out  of  the  proposed  scheme  to  lay  a main  sewer  to  the  Estate. 
However,  in  view  of  the  continued  nuisance  arising  from  overflowing 
cesspools  and  the  consequent  danger  to  public  health,  further  representa- 
tions were  made  in  1947  and  it  was  with  a sense  of  relief  and  satisfaction 
that  the  Minister’s  affirmation  was  received  in  February,  1948,  at  an 
estimated  cost  of  over  £12,500.  It  is  hoped  that  the  work  of  extending 
the  sewer  to  this  Estate  will  be  completed  by  October,  1948. 

Since  the  beginning  of  1948,  the  work  of  providing  a main  sewer 
on  the  Clifton  Estate  has  been  commenced,  and  when  completed,  almost 
70  properties  will  be  served  by  the  extension. 

Additional  schemes  are  being  prepared  for  the  extension  of  the 
main  sewer  to  a further  14  roads  involving  over  300  properties. 

As  the  post-war  economic  situation  improves  it  is  hoped  that  every 
effort  will  be  made  to  continue  extending  the  main  sewer  until  the 
majority  of  the  remaining  houses  and  bungalows  still  served  by  cesspools, 
earth  and  other  closets  are  connected  to  a main  drainage  system  of 
sanitation. 

Refuse  Collection. 

A system  of  refuse  collection  from  communal  bins  was  instituted 
in  1932.  Prior  to  this,  disposal  was  by  private  arrangement.  There 
has  been  no  material  change  in  this  method  of  collection  although 
various  schemes  have  been  under  consideration  from  time  to  time. 
However,  it  is  understood  that  a new  refuse  collection  vehicle  is  now 
on  order  and  when  this  is  received,  some  form  of  house-to-house 
collection  will  be  introduced. 


Amdulance  Service. 

In  1927  the  Urban  District  Council  provided  a hand  ambulance 
which  was  placed  under  the  control  of  the  Police.  In  1928  the  Council 
purchased  its  own  motor  ambulance  for  non-infectious  cases  and  one 
is  still  so  maintained  by  them.  Prior  to  1928,  the  Red  Cross  ambulance 
from  Rayleigh  was  used  for  accident  cases.  Ambulances  for  cases  of 
infectious  diseases  are  provided  by  the  Isolation  Hospital  at  Billericay. 
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Infectious  Disease. 

Available  records  show  that  the  incidence  of  infectious  diseases  at 
Canvey  Island  during  the  past  40  odd  years  has  been  at  a very  low 
level. 

Between  1902  and  1925,  only  31  cases  were  admitted  to  the 
Infectious  Disease  Hospital  for  isolation  and  treatment  and  during  the 
same  period  only  three  deaths  occurred^ — one  in  1902  from  Smallpox, 

one  in  1911  from  Enteric  Fever  and  the  other  in  1912  from  Diphtheria. 

/ 

Naturally,  with  the  rapid  development  of  the  Urban  District  after 
independence  was  gained,  and  the  consequent  increase  in  population,  it 
is  to  be  expected  that  there  should  be  an  increase  in  the  number  of 
cases  of  infectious  diseases  reported.  Actually,  between  1926  and  1947, 
the  average  yearly  incidence  of  certain  infectious  diseases  was  as  follows : 

Diphtheria  ...  4 cases 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  7 „ 

Erysipelas  ...  1 „ 

During  this  same  period  there  was  a total  of  835  cases  of  infectious 
diseases  reported  although  50S  of  these  were  Measles  which  became 
notifiable  in  1940.  Included  in  the  total  figure  are  26  cases  of  Whooping 
Cough,  which  also  became  notifiable  in  1940,  and  33  cases  of  Infective 
Hepatitis  which  became  liable  to  notification  in  the  Eastern  Region  in 
1943. 

Since  1926,  there  have  been  nine  deaths  from  Diphtheria  and  three 
from  other  infectious  illnesses.  It  is  desirable  to  point  out,  however, 
that  during  the  past  four  years  there  have  only  been  two  cases  of 
confirmed  Diphtheria  reported  and  no  deaths  from  Diphtheria  have  been 
recorded  since  1938 — just  prior  to  the  inauguration  of  the  scheme  for 
immunisation  against  Diphtheria. 

Conclusion. 

The  numerous  difficult  and  often  unusual  problems  facing  the  Health 
Department  at  Canvey  Island  entail  constant  vigilance  and  much  credit 
is  due  to  the  Council  and  those  officials  who,  through  the  years,  have 
unceasingly  played  their  part  in  the  prevention  of  the  spread  of  epidemic 
infectious  diseases. 

It  is  sincerely  hoped  that  the  progress  made  by  the  Urban  District 
Council  in  all  aspects  of  Public  Health  during  recent  years  will  continue. 

The  Health  of  the  People  is  the  highest  law  and  the  longer  we  can 
look  back,  the  further  we  can  look  forward. 


J • * \ ; I 


: = • 


W • il  • • > 

HiV 

» 1 


v 


% 


:a,'-  . 


-»./ 


r- 


/ 


' '€  ■•• 

it,  ')  ^ 


i (•  -. 

« 

aS")  i 


*-  1. 

■'y>vj». 


!.•<?<;  'j-  ■ •■'  xi'^. 

aUjiav^ir  - ,;  ' 

• J.'ijUII'  • 

■ 

- - ,'  ‘-  ■ V-  • “ ' ' 

,.  * . V ‘ ,'*  V J '.' »■  * 

• 

P • '- 

• ■ .V' 


: * V. 


^ . 

*'  > 


f 


a-. 

V 


‘ \ 


% .. 


« s 

$ 


^ • i ‘ • 


« •• 


V 

»-  'V » r-  *,» 


. 6 \ - 


